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GOVERNORS STATE UNTVEitSITY 
Celebrating Excellence in Education 
Governors State University was established under Governor 
Richard B. Ogilvie onJuly 17,1969. Its mandate? To change the 
face of higher education. 
Even as the foundations for the campus buildings were being 
poured, GSU's founding administrators and faculty were designjng 
a dynamic educational structure - one that would provide access to 
the very best education. They shaped a new kind of institution, a 
university built not for the present, but for the future they hoped 
to see. 
Born amjd the turbulent climate of the 1960s, Governors State 
committed itself to an ideal almost taken for granted today - the 
belief that education was not for the few, but for the capable. It 
embraced the idea that an outstanding education could be 
affordable, should be affordable, and would be affordable. 
More important, the university insisted on creating opportunity for 
students who didn't fit the traditional mold. They created a 
one-of-a-kind learning environment centered on the needs of 
working adults. The emphasis was on inclusion and access, diversity 
and innovation. 
GSU has remained true to that early, guiding vision. The university 
has kept its tuition low, one of the lowest in the state. But it has 
never sacrificed quality. The university's accreditation successes have 
been remarkable, reflecting the work of a superior faculty and 
leading to programs of the highest caliber. Governors State 
University is today everytrung it was meant to be - the educational 
choice for a powerfully diverse, professional, and non-traditional 
student body. 
-GSU ARCHIVES 
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Honorary Degree Candidate 
Warner Saunders 
Warner Saunders is co-anchor of the 5 p.m., 6 p.m., and 10 p.m. newscasts on Chicago's NBC-5. 
He is considered by many of his peers to be the most versatile performer in the history of 
Chicago television. 
Mr. Saunders is the winner of 19 Emmys for news, sports, documentaries, children's programs, 
talk shows, and community town meetings. In addition, Mr. Saunders received the Illinois Broad­
casters Association Public Service Award, the prestigious Gabriel Award, The Ohio State Award, 
and the 1999 Hull House Jane Addams Award for his commitment and service to the Chicago 
community. He is a proud member of the Chicago Journalism Hall of Fame and the Chicago 
Academy ofTelevision Arts and Sciences' Silver Circle. He is the past President of the National 
Association of Black Journalists, Chicago Chapter. Among the countless stories he has flied in 
his 27 years at NBC-5, Mr. Saunders' series of reports in 1990 from South Africa on the historic 
release of Nelson Mandela culminated in the compelling documentary titled, South Africa: What 
Happens to a Dream Deferred? 
Mr. Saunders used his many years of experience as a former Chicago Public school teacher, youth 
worker, and Boys Club Executive Director to explore the tough underbelly of street gangs. His 
WBBM-TV documentary, The End of the Line, spurred investigations into the inner circles of 
local gang leaders. His startling story Can't Get No Job Without No Diploma earned him another 
trip to the Emmy stage and shed light on the sad lives of many school dropouts. 
As a member of the NBC-5 sports broadcast team he showed his respect for the Negro Leagues 
in his 1983 segment honoring Cool Papa Bell, Satchel Paige, Double Duty Radcliff and several 
other stars of that bygone era. However, Mr. Saunders says none of his television achievements top 
co-anchoring, with his partner, Allison Rosati, on the day his beloved W hite Sox celebrated their 
World Series Championship in 2005. Not even his colorful stories of the Bears' 1985 Super Bowl 
win in New Orleans or his thrilling reports from the Bulls six NBA championship runs come 
close to the excitement of that historic day. 
Mr. Saunders came to NBC-5 from W BBM-TV where he was Director of Community Affairs, 
host of the four-time Emmy award winning Common Ground talk show, and host of the three­
time Emmy Award winning children's show known to many kids as The Good Gang Express. This 
month marks his 40th year in Chicago television. 
His teaching career includes the Chicago Public Schools, National College of Education, 
Malcolm X College, Northeastern Illinois University, and Indiana University Northwest campus 
where he was voted teacher of the year for two consecutive school terms. 
A native Chicagoan, Mr. Saunders holds a bachelor's degree from Xavier University, New Orleans, 
and master's from Northeastern Illinois University. 
He and his wife, Sadako, live in Chicago. They have one adult son, Warner,Jr. 
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Order of Exercises 
Saturday, June 7, 2008, 11 a.m. 
College of Arts and Sciences 
College of Business and Public Administration 
College of Education 
College of Health Professions 
University College 
Dr. Elaine P. Maimon 
University President 
Presiding 
PRELUDE ..................... . . ................................................................................... . ................ Encore Concert Band 
Bill Schuetter, Conductor 
WELCOME AND SPEAKER INTRODUCTIONS .................................. Dr. Tony Labriola, Master of Ceremonies 
PROCESSIONAL .................................................................................................... Paul Blobaum, Grand Marshal 
"Pomp and Circumstance March No.1," by Edward Elgar Encore Concert Band 
NATIONAL ANTHEM ...................................................................................................... Encore Concert Band 
Please join in singing the national anthem 
GREETINGS FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES .............................. Lorine Samuels, Chair- Board ofTrustees 
GREETINGS FROM THE FACULT Y SENATE ..................................... Paul Blobaum, President - Faculty Senate 
ST UDENT SPEAKER ADDRESS .................................................................................................. Carol Milhous 
PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS .................................................................................. Dr. Elaine P. Maimon, President 
PRESENTATION OF HONORARY DEGREE .............................................................. Dr.Jane Hudak, Provost 
Conferring of Degree .......................................................................................... Dr. Elaine P. Maim on, President 
Honorary Recipient, Doctor of Humane Letters ....................................................................... Warner Saunders 
PRESENTATION OF DEGREE CANDIDATES ...................................... Dr. Tony Labriola, Master of Ceremonies 
College of Arts and Sciences .............................................................................................. Dr. Eric Martin, Dean 
College of Business and Public Adrninistation ............................................... Dr. William Wilkinson, Interim Dean 
College of Education ........................................................................................ Dr. Peggy Woodard, Interim Dean 
College of Health Professions ......................................................................................... Dr. Linda Samson, Dean 
University College ..................................................................................................................... John Stoll, Dean 
CONFERRING OF DEGREES ............................................................................ Dr. Elaine P. Maimon, President 
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION WELCOME ....................................... Gerald F. Mcilvain, President -Alumni Association 
CLOSING REMARKS .............................................................................. Dr. Tony Labriola, Master of Ceremonies 
RECESSIONAL ....................................................................................................... Paul Blobaum, Grand Marshal 
"Crown Imperial," by William Walton Encore Concert Band 
Ms. Susan Bova, Sign Language Interpreter 
The audience is requested to rise and remain standing during the Processional and Recessional. 
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College of Arts and Sciences 
Bachelor of Arts 
Ryan M.A'Hearn 
Nadia Abusumayah 
Elizabeth M. Barton 
**Babita E. Boglin 
* Denise ]. Borne 
** Vernice M. Braasch 
** Christina]. Cable 
Geneva Clark 
* Sarah A. Cundari 
* Gina M. Curtin 
Shawana Y. Davis 
Shanta B. DeLaPaz 
Zaharoula T. Delatolas 
** Holli A. Denault 
**Joshua M. Fleischhauer 
Laquita C. Gibson 
Nathena Joyce Gilchrist 
Angelica Guerrero 
*Ryan M. Gust 
Erica L. Hill 
Patrick]. Kois 
* Amy Elizabeth Laipple 
Andre'M.May 
Alicia D. McWilliams 
Marcia Mae Moulder 
** Deborah L. Murtaugh 
* Kristin Marie Randall 
Bryan A. Repa 
Kimberly J. Rogers 
* Steven W. Schering 
* Brooke A. Settle 
Colleen]. Stansu 
** Traci S. Stark 
Parrish]. Swain 
Courtney G. Talbot-Dacres 
Durrell W. Taylor 
* Michelle K. Teare 
Larry D. T homas 
Chris Vitkauskas 
§ Derrick B. Wells 
Tina L. Wheeler 
Brandy A. Witherspoon 
Bachelor of Science 
Nadine M. Baxter 
Sean M. Freund 
*Jessica L. George 
Kelly M. Ghiotto 
Nicole M. Gogolew 
* Matthew P. Graham 
Amanda K. Hallock 
Jeffrey A. Jenkins 
Sam K.John 
Sandra A. Johnston 
Timothy A. Kilby 
BrianT. Major 
Anthony]. Michalik 
Peter E. Novotny 
Joseph W. O'Connor 
Mahmoud H. Olayan 
Denise Marie Pienias 
Torsten M. Spooner 
Melissa A. Vanosky 
Melissa S. Warning 
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Master of Arts 
LaTonya D. Albury 
Sara E. April 
Brandi Lynette Bean 
Anita Yinka Bello 
Patricia Carroll 
Michael K. Collins 
Konya M. Crawford 
Carissa Faith Davis 
Rashada A. Dawan 
Danielle N. Dixon 
Amy E. Dolci 
Christen P. Embry 
Terrance H. Felker 
Donna M. Franks-Tapley 
Gail E. Harris 
Jennifer L.Jackson 
Katrina D. Jones 
V icke M. Lenoir 
David B. Medwed 
Carol P. Milhous 
Abdehlah Mouayani 
Mary Nolan 
Kimberly K. Nylen 
Rimas A. Putrius 
Jody D. Reno 
Inez A. Reyes 
April T. Rhodes 
Emily A. Ricci 
Samantha B. Schaller 
Jean E. Schorie 
Dawn C. Semmes 
Alicia M. Smith 
Kimberly Marie Steger-Nikolic 
Tracy A. T homas 
Darniceshia T horton 
Bridget E. Turnelius 
Marylin Cecilia Turner 
Elizabeth A. Watlington 
Lesley V. Wiencek 
Master of Fine Arts 
Elizabeth C. Fruth 
Gerald]. Slowik 
Master of Science 
Angus B. Atkins-Trimnell 
Sanjay C. Gulapalli 
Freddie B. Kato,Jr. 
Michael L. Kelly 
Maysoon Jamal Khalaf 
Tyris M. Lemon 
Glenn McDonald 
Karingula Vittal Nagaraj 
Kirti Patel 
Chayakumar Rao 
Matt A. Sandstrom 
Todd Ernest Sippel 
* = Honors 3.80-3.94 
* * = High Honors 3.95-4.0 
§ = University Honors Program 
College of Business and Public Administration 
Bachelor of Arts 
Chad A. Barger 
Robert M. Bernecker 
Mark E. Brow 
Sean E. Bye 
Stephanie L. Calvin 
Trinidad C. Chavez 
Shannon M. Dombrow 
* Catherine L. Gordon 
Heidi Ann Herman 
Dora L. Hope 
Terry W.Jackson 
Derrick D. Johnson 
** Ronald J. Larson 
Ryan]. Lichter 
John A. Marquez 
Ronald McKinney 
Shawn I. Mitchell 
Anthony L. Mixon 
Constance M. Newell 
Victoria R. Nieken 
Alejandro Ochoa 
Sonia Perez 
** Holly A. Pilarczyk 
Ricardo L. Reillo 
Michael D. Richard 
David E. Sandrzyk 
Dextor Simms 
** NancyV.Turville 
David Uhner 
Oralia V. Villalobos 
* Michael R. Wilkes 
Daniel M. Witthouse 
Bachelor of Science 
Lina Isabel Acosta 
Babatunde Akinityo 
Chris P. Canalia 
Charlene D. Coleman-Williams 
Amy M.Cress 
Robert D. Cunnings 
]odessa R. Dunn 
Dawn C. Insalata 
Martellas Jackson 
Jillian M. Lazzaro 
Joyce L. McCollum 
Ryan]. McLernon 
T itilayo I. Ogunsola 
David K. Okunola 
Florence L. Robinson 
Ahmad Salah 
Katie J. Sayler 
Angela H. Smith 
Deanna Rae T hompson 
Stephen M. Wells 
** Ryan E Williamson 
Carmen B. Winfield-Dixon 
Master of Business 
Administration 
Isabel Ayala 
Erika C. Bracy 
Heidi Crall 
Anthony D. Dennie 
Nieshah Q. Dismukes 
Jesse Duffmg 
Nellie A. Gholston-Kimble 
Michael E. Gorman 
Susan J. Harris 
Ayanna Nicole Hilton 
Ornar Juarez 
Connie E. Leonard 
Shondrae M. Lewis 
Mujahid R. Mohammed 
Franz Royce Mullings 
Allison A. Rabelhofer 
Megan E. Spann 
Edward J. Stanuch 
Dawn N.Vinson 
Master of Public 
Administration 
Paul B.Armstrong 
Matthew E. Clohessy 
Toni L.Cox 
GinaM.Elly 
Cora D. Handy 
Percy C. Harris 
Michael D. Hoskins 
Malin Intarapanont 
Jacqueline Jackson 
Jacqueline Jakes-Johnson 
Anthony Minette, III 
Tarrmesa T. Paul 
Ronapoom Sangkawatana 
Jeremy B. Sims 
Michelle S. Smith-Williams 
Michael L. White 
5 
Master of Science 
Kim Mihye Bruynell 
Tatiana A. Carpenter-Ivanova 
Jessica L. Christensen 
Angela Marie Essington 
Paul EJ. Gazze 
Stephen L. Gorski 
Tameika M. McDonald 
Farhan Asghar Raheem 
Alan A. Trantina 
Selina Ward 
LaShaunda Williams 
* = Honors 3.80-3.94 
* * = High Honors 3.95-4.0 
§ = University Honors Program 
College of Education 
Bachelor of Arts 
**Jennifer N.Amsden 
Christine M. Andrews 
Elizabeth A. Blackburn 
Marilee J. Block 
LaShree M. Branch 
* T heresa L. Brazda 
** Rosemary A. Brockman 
Renee L. Bruemmer 
Julie M. Brulloths 
Michele Cristina Carbonero 
Christine M. Carlson 
Paul R. Childers 
Bradley D. Chiz 
Ralonda Cohen 
* Malwina M. Czapiga 
**Julie C. DiCosola 
Nicole M. Fazio 
Donna K. Finnen 
Bonnie M. Flores 
*Jennifer L. Gaynor 
Samantha]. Gehrig 
** Kimberly A. Gerhardt 
Catherine T. Grernley 
Jonathan L. Haynes 
* Christine M. Hinz 
Megan A. Joyce 
Denise S. Kozacek 
*Jennifer L. Laipple 
** Rebekah D. Manasco 
** Sandra M. Marcukaitis 
* Heather A. Matusiak 
Mark N. McGowan 
Karen E. McShane 
Nicole L. Miller 
* Kathleen M. Motola 
Andrew P. Ortiz 
Sheqeta R. Owens 
* Monica L. Perez 
* Danielle Posey 
* Brooke L. Purpura 
Kathleen Reil 
Christine L. Rekart 
**Janet L. Schmidt 
Helene M. Shabazz 
Patrice M. Shears 
** Suzanne M. Smith 
* Sarah L. Sours 
* Michelle L. Stack 
Marzena M. Svec 
Carrie A. Vasil 
Jill S. Velez 
Stephanie M. Walsh 
Erin E. Weiss 
T arneka M. Williams 
* Emily K. Zirkle 
* 
= Honors 3.80-3.94 
* * = High Honors 3.95-4.0 
§ 
= University Honors Program 
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College of Education 
Master of Arts 
Risikat Abiola Akinrnolayan 
Lacey Ann Anderson 
Shanele E. Andrews 
Stephen Howard Bayles 
Debra A. Baymon 
Marlene Bennett-Stanley 
Deanna E Benson 
Gregg]. Boldman 
Quintella Bounds 
Alaina P. Bovastro 
Susan M. Brady 
Jennifer E. Bresnahan 
Anita M. Brown 
Stephanie E. Callaghan 
Veronica Contreras 
Martha E. Cuevas 
Rebecca A. Darling 
Kerry Dean 
Lynda L. Defell-Gaines 
Tricia M. Downs 
Norma Doyle 
Ellen R. Dugan 
Timothy]. Dunne 
Krystin M. Eiseman 
Samantha Erickson 
Shereen B. Farhan 
Ellen M. Fearon 
Valerie K. Franklin Leary 
Christopher M. Franzen 
Kai L. Freeman 
Jason P. Gil 
Ryan P. Gold 
Kimberly J. Goodman 
Amber D. Grubbs 
Amber N. Guzak 
Candace A. Harvey 
Mary R. Herzic 
Kim S. Jirik 
Carla M.Johnson 
Erika Johnson-Magee 
Renee L. Karalus 
Samia]. Khouri 
Cherie Kiepura 
Rachel]. Kinder 
John E Kinsella 
Steven B. Kosowski 
Deborah A. Kucharzyk-Piet 
Amanda Kay LaPierre 
Elizabeth Larmon 
Terry L. Lewis 
Kathleen N. Lynch 
Sandra E. Lynn 
Gina T. Marinello 
Holly A. McAvoy 
Alison L. Mensing 
Claudia Morales 
Sherri M. Morris 
Kerry Jo Mueller 
Maria M. Muhammad 
Amanda E. Murphy 
Mildred M. Nelson 
Bruce R. Nieminski 
Fernando]. Nieto 
Paul E. O'Malley 
John S. O'Rourke 
Marcy M. Obaidat 
Kornelia Overom 
Quinn M. Owens 
Cecelia Palmer 
Lourdes R. Paramo 
Shannon M. Parquette 
Pamela M. Pedziwiatr 
Aida L. Perez 
Kristin Peters 
James R. Pfeiffer 
Staci R. Plese 
Doreen M. Polcyn 
Stephanie L. Poulos 
Steve T. Proutsos 
T imothy]. Pyzyk 
Katy M.Raab 
Lorena P. Ramirez 
Adalberto Ramos 
John E. Randich 
MaryT.Rein 
Y vette Marie Robles 
Robert D. Rucka 
Maricela Ruiz 
Deborah N. Ruth 
Laurel Salgado,Jr. 
Bethenia L. Salinas 
Tabitha C. Salter 
Jason T. Simmons 
Karen 0. Smith 
Nicole S. Smith 
Sumer D. Smotherman 
Laura E. Sorce 
Laura A. Stachnik 
Arternicia Stefanatos 
Natasha]. Stull 
Neil A. Swafford 
Amanda L. Swartz 
Lisa M. Szynalski 
Future H. Telfair 
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Mary Anne Terhune 
Carla Terrazas-Zavala 
Sherry M.S. Tharayil 
Jennifer L. Thomas 
Natasha E. Thomas 
Matthew]. Tiffy 
Silvia I. Todd 
NoeTorres 
Janette L. Trueblood 
Kareem N. Tunstall 
Leane K. Vanderkrabben 
Myra J.Vasilarakos 
Salvador Velasco Jr. 
Mary Villa 
Liduvina Vivanco 
Jared Voss 
Joseph E. Waldron 
Jaclyn A. Wernersbach 
Darrell Wierzal 
Rachel C. Wietbrock 
Heather EWills 
Heather L. Wulf-Conley 
Susan E. Yates 
Daniel K. Zanderson 
Emilio Zavala 
Joe]. Zweeres 
Teresa de Jesus-Silva 
* 
= Honors 3.80-3.94 
* * = High Honors 3.95-4.0 
§ = University Honors Program 
College of Health Professions 
Bachelor of Health 
Administration 
Heba A. Abdallah 
Mercy 0. Babatunde 
Kesha L. Moore 
Sarah M. Osterman 
Tamara A. Santangelo 
* Kristen Scheveck 
Teri J. T hompson 
Bachelor of Health Science 
Stefanie C Bell 
Cara Ellis 
Rosemary Raebig 
§*Juana Ramirez 
* Farah Shaista 
Aaron M. Williams 
* Maria Yakos 
Bachelor of Science 
in Nursing 
Tracey Ross 
Bachelor of Social Work 
Kenneth E. Abrams 
Janine M. Barnes 
Rena M. Blumenberg 
Tenisha C. Brewer 
Belinda E Childs 
Lakia A. Colquitt 
Cecilia Contreras 
** Patricia Cozzi 
Amanda K. Crew 
Maria K. Dorner 
James R. Duggan 
*Paul D. Everett 
Angela D. Ford 
Kisha L. Griggs 
Lydia M. Guerrero 
§ **Valerie Hedrick 
Juanita L.Jenkins 
Vernetta Jones 
* Margaret A. McClain 
Ella J. McDonald 
**Kelly M. McLaughlin 
Alfred T. Miner 
*April L. Nickson 
Bernice O'Brien 
Melissa Petersen 
** Sarah L. Pickar 
** Kelly L. Pigott 
* Molly M. Rinehart 
Regina M. Serio 
Cynthia A. Smith 
* Torkwase K. Smith 
Priscilla A. Southern 
Latrice M. Taylor 
Charlotte D. T homas 
Tara N. T homas 
Tamara L. Topps 
§ Maribel Velasquez 
Jerlene Ward 
Charlotte L. Williams 
*Amy L.Young 
Master of Health 
Administration 
Narendra Bendi 
Laura L. Ford 
Mila ].Jeffrey 
Ralph J. Motto, II 
Nageswar Rao Pothula 
Scott E. Pringle 
Alison J. Sandberg 
Elaine A. White 
Kenneth B. Williams 
Master of Health Science 
Elise C. Bailey 
Kristine M. Bowen 
Kelly E. Chenoweth 
Keisha S. Cohen 
Kathleen Folan 
Carolyn D. Fourte 
Willie S. Fullilove 
Rhonda Johnson-Carney 
Latoya S.Jones 
Rabia M. Khan 
Jacinta N. Latimore 
Mary A. McDavis 
Debbie L. Moore 
Debra A. Moore 
Jasmine Munoz 
Arlinda Nunez 
Kimberly A. Pruitt 
Amanda L. Sabo 
Ashely C. Sartori 
Christina Seymour 
Jaime Lynn Skizas 
Elvina R. Stegall 
Aliza N. Sweet 
Mary E. Turpin 
Kimberly A. Urban 
Darlene J. Watts 
Claudette M. Williams 
Odella Willis 
Master of Physical Therapy 
Claire L. Rose 
Ruchika Sagar 
Master of Science in Nursing 
Barbara A. Julion 
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Master of Social Work 
Babatunde 0. Ali 
Akilah A. Baker 
Andrea D. Baldwin 
Mandy L. Barbee 
Rosa M. Barrios 
Tiana M. Benney 
MaryJo Brill 
Jennifer Marie Brown 
Virginia Brunson 
Alnita M. Buchanan 
Megan M. Cannon 
Monese H. DeRamus 
Cynthia G. Dillon 
Ella R.Duff 
Charlene K. Eads 
Gloria J. Foster 
Letrice A. Foules 
Tyra T. Gibbs 
Oscar A. Grande 
Melissa ].Jeppesen 
Cathryn L.Johnson 
Sara M. K ummer 
Valerie Malone-Pitts 
Whitney Michelle McKinney 
Elisa Montanez 
Robin M. Motz 
Wassim Moukahal 
Iesha Latisha Myers 
Julie M. Naliwajko 
Mary E. O'Connor 
Kenya W. Pearson 
Melody J. Pullum 
Jennifer M. Regan 
Rosetta M. Richardson 
Cristina E Rinconeno 
Zenobia Rouls 
Deborah Elaine Ruhl 
Beverly Y. Scheidt 
Yoran M. St. Clair 
Matthew H. Stone 
Amy L. Switak 
Kristina E Taylor 
Rosalyn Onika Taylor 
Maria A. Teolis 
Natalie R. Tomblin 
Yarnileth Valdes 
Chasity L. Wells-Armstrong 
Sherrie B. Wirth 
* 
= Honors 3.80-3.94 
* * = High Honors 3.95-4.0 
§ = University Honors Program 
University College 
Bachelor of Arts 
** Stephen Andzuzewski 
David G. Barski 
Jeremy A. Beasley 
Audretta Bell 
Edward J. Brzezniak 
Melissa A. Burke 
April D. Butler 
Stanton D. Chavers 
Nick A. Chiappetti 
* Catherine Condon 
* Patricia A. Contey 
James E. Cottrell, III 
** Maria T. Crews 
Kathleen M. Daley 
Michael P. Danaher 
Josefina Davila 
Percy L. Edwards 
* Evelyn Marie Flowers 
Lydena A. Franklin 
Kim Frazier 
Patrick M. Freeman 
* Erik E. Glenna 
** Seth M. Gottlieb 
Sha 'Ree D. Greenwood 
Tamara Hooker 
Grant L. Jackson 
James E.Jefchak 
Irish L. Jernigan 
Ann Helene Johnson 
Carolyn Johnson 
ErwinJ.Johnson 
Letice Michelle Godfrey Johnson 
Y vette K.Johnson 
Margaret A. Jones 
* Angela J. Kinstner 
Lisa M. Ligue 
Karen J. Louthian 
Shaun M. Luedtke 
Megan E. Mackey 
Janee M. Martin 
Mary T herese Martin 
Lanette T. McDonald 
* Charlene A. McGuin 
Veronica A. Meridith 
*Jocelyn T. Meyers 
Enchelle R. Morris 
Brandi N. Outlaw 
* Barbara M. Papciak 
* Monique R. Parker-Tarleton 
Tynesia L. Perry 
Vanessa M. Pfeifer 
* Linda M. Prestriedge 
Rosalio Ramirez 
* Stacy N. Richard-Turner 
LaShawna M. Robinson 
** Karen L. Rosage 
Patti-Ann Rygula 
Dorteen Shelton 
* Pamela K. Singleton 
Sharon E Smith-Johnson 
* Bridgette L. Spann 
Phyllis C. Starks 
Andrew S. Stevens 
Theresa Steward 
Maurae L. Stewart 
Jason R. Szerlag 
Burma Thomas 
Jerry L. Thornton 
Lindsey M. Umphrey 
Melvin D. Waiters 
Areece J. Wesley 
** Susan Z. Wietlispach 
Mario A. Williams 
Rena Williams 
Rosa M.Young 
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* = Honors 3.80-3.94 
* * 
= High Honors 3.95-4.0 
§ = University Honors Program 
Student Speaker 
Carol Milhous 
This is a very exciting day for Carol Milhous. She not only earns her Master of Arts in 
Communication Studies, she also earns the satisfaction and joy of completing what seemed 
impossible at one point in her life. 
"I would see the sign on the highway that said, 'come to GSU to finish what you started. ' 
Mter I was downsized for the third time, I decided it was time I finished what I had started," 
explained Milhous. 
Milhous' return to higher education at Governors State University was both a leap of faith on 
her part and a great success. W hile she had guided her daughter through undergraduate and 
graduate school, she had not been a student for many years. 
"I am just crazy with excitement. It was hard to juggle my family responsibilities, go to school, 
and work part time, but I knew that this was where I was supposed to be and what I was 
supposed to do." 
Her actions paid off. She earned her bachelor's degree from the School of Interdisciplinary 
Learning in 2006, and graduates today with her master's and a 4.0 grade point average. Milhous 
also feels she is a better parent to her teenage nieces and nephew, of whom she has guardianship. 
"I learned from my experience and understand the pressures of going to a university. These are 
valuable lessons. I want them to use me as an example. Knowledge is power." 
Prior to attending GSU, Milhous worked in the investment and banking industries. Her current 
degree and her previous experience have helped her get a job in the university's Office of 
Financial Aid. 
Milhous is honored to be chosen as student commencement speaker and very proud to receive 
her degree. The educational opportunities offered by Governors State University helped make 
this day possible for her and many other graduates. 
Celebrating Milhous' achievement today are her daughter, son-in-law, granddaughter, and nieces 
and nephew. Milhous resides in Chicago Heights. 
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Academic Regalia 
During the commencement ceremony, students and faculty wear academic costumes 
indicating the wearers' degrees, colleges/universities, and fields of study. 
The Cap 
T he black mortarboard type is the most common cap worn. Degree candidates wear cap tassels 
that are black and white, the university colors. Colors worn by the faculty vary according to their 
fields of study. 
The Gown 
Gowns are of three kinds. The bachelor's gown is relatively simple, with lines falling straight from 
a fairly elaborate yoke. Its distinguishing characteristic is the long pointed sleeve. Braided silken 
cords are worn by students who have achieved special scholastic recognition: gold signifies high 
honors; white, honors. The master's gown has sleeves, with a back end extending down below 
the knee in a crescent shape. T he doctor's gown is an elaborate costume, with velvet panels down 
the front and around the neck, with three velvet bars on the bell-shaped sleeves. 
The Hood 
The official colors of the college or university from which a degree is conferred are represented 
in the lining of the hood. For each field of study, there is a corresponding trim color. The trin1 
colors for master's hoods are as follows: 
Accounting ............................... . . . .................................................. ..................... Drab 
Addictions Studies ...... .. . ................. . ........... . . .... .................... ......... ......... Salmon Pink 
Analytical Chemistry .......... ..... ....... . ................. . ....... ........... . ............... Golden Yellow 
Art ..... ......... . ........ .......... .......................................... ............... .................... ...... Brown 
Business Administration ............................................................ ................ ....... ... Drab 
Co=unication Disorders .......................................... ............................ Salmon Pink 
Communications and Training ....................... . .................................................. White 
Computer Science ..................... . . . ........... . ..... . ..... . . ............................... Golden Yellow 
Counseling .... .............. . . ..... ...... . . . ............ . . ....... ......... ........ . ........ ........ ........ Light Blue 
Early Childhood Education .. . ..... .......................... . . .. ............................. ...... Light Blue 
Education .................. ........................... ...................................................... Light Blue 
Educational Administration ................... ............ . ......................................... Light Blue 
English .... . . . . ...... ............... ..... . . .... . . . . .............. ....................................... ............ White 
Environmental Biology ...... .... . ...................................... .... . .................. Golden Yellow 
Health Administration ............. ........... . ...... ........................ ... ................... Salmon Pink 
Management Information Systems ........... . ........... ..... ............................ Golden Yellow 
Multicategorical Special Education ...... ..... .................................................. Light Blue 
Nursing ... .................. . ..... . ...... ........ . ..... .......................... .......... ...................... Apricot 
Occupational Therapy ..................................... . ............................................ Slate Blue 
Physical Therapy .............. ...... . . .. ..... . ............................... ... . .............. . .............. . .... Teal 
Political Studies ............. .................. ....... ............ ................ . ........ . . . ................... White 
Political and Justice Studies ............. . . ........ .................... ..... ............... . .. . ..... ....... White 
Psychology ....................................................... ........................... ............... Light Blue 
Public Administration .. . .. . . ..... .. . ...... ...... .. . .. . .. . .. .. . . . . .  .. . .. ... ... ...... .. . ..  ... . ... Peacock Blue 
Social Work ............... . ............... ........ . ...... ............. .......... . ........ ......................... Citric 
Sociology .................... ......... .......................................................... . .................. White 
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COMMENCEMENT MARSHALS 
University Grand Marshal 
Paul Blobaum - President, Faculty Senate 
Coordinator of Marshals 
Michele McMaster - Director, SID L 
College of Arts and Sciences 
James Coldren - Associate Professor 
Shelly Kumar - Professor 
Rashidah Muhammad - Professor 
Beth Parin - Assistant Professor 
Yun-Yau Shih - Professor 
Dingbang Xu - Assistant Professor 
Marilyn Y irku- University Lecturer 
College of Business and Public Administration 
Phyllis Anderson- University Lecturer 
Carla Burruss- University Lecturer 
Mary Clark - Assistant Professor 
David Green - Assistant Professor 
Denise Grivetti -Assistant Professor 
Kathleen Hamby- University Lecturer 
John Simon - Assistant Professor 
College of Education 
Sara Acton - Director of Field Experiences 
Sandra Gandy - Assistant Professor 
George Garrett - Professor, Interim Division Chair 
Sharon Neste - University Lecturer 
Morven Ngaiyaye- University Lecturer 
College of Health Professions 
Najma Adam -Associate Professor 
Martha Gainer - University Lecturer 
James Golding - University Lecturer 
Tae Hyun Kim- Assistant Professor 
Nancy MacMullen - Interim Department Chair 
Mark Sanders- University Lecturer 
Beverly Younger - University Lecturer 
University College 
Bruce Colon - Academic Advisor 
Nancy Shlaes - Professor 
W illiam Craig -Adjunct Faculty, Associate Admission Director 
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The Mace 
The governor's mace, carried by the marshal who 
leads the academic procession, is a symbol of the 
authority of the university as a degree-granting 
institution. The legal authority of the university 
is grounded in the intellectual authority of 
the distinguished faculty who follow in the 
processiOn. 
In antiquity, the mace was a weapon used to 
establish the "authority" of the physically strong. 
Its transformation into a symbol of intellectual 
authority is both a tribute to and a reminder 
of the civilizing force of a university's teaching, 
research, and community service functions . 
Engraved on the four side-panels of the governor's 
mace are the seal of the State oflllinois; a cardinal, 
the state bird; the seal of the former Illinois Board 
of Governors Universities; and an inscription 
which reads "The governor's mace, a symbol 
of tradition and authority of Governors State 
University, dedicated to the search for excellence 
in the pursuit of truth, knowledge, and the love 
of learning. Presented by Peter Levin, fi·iend of 
the university, June 2, 1979." 
Atop the mace is a silver rendition of the 
university logo. The three sides of the "triangle" 
symbolize the university's teaching, research, and 
conununity service functions. The three lines 
visually suggest the shape of a rocket, reminding 
us both that the university was founded within 
days of N eiJ Armstrong setting foot on the moon 
and that the university is a hope-fiJJed, pioneering 
community, committed to a better future for all 
men and women. The circle symbolizes the fact 
that the university is, indeed, a community. Finally, 
the fact that the tips of the triangle reach beyond 
the circle indicates the university's outreach into 
the region, state, and nation and its comntitment 
to teaching, research, and community service. 
